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Introduction 


The value of rabbinic literature for biblical studies has long 
been recognized by many scholars. But due to the vastness of this 
field and the paucity of good works in English, the Bible student 
finds difficult a firsthand study of this literature. The index below 
is designed to make easier a study of the New Testament in light 
of the Mishnah. 

Though the term mishnah may refer to various concepts or 
entities (such as a single statement of law or a collection of such 
statements), we are concerned here with a specific collection of 
Jewish writings: "a deposit of four centuries of Jewish religious 
and cultural activity in Palestine, beginning at some uncertain 
date (possibly during the earlier half of the second century B.C.) 
and ending with the close of the second century a.d. The object 
of this activity was the preservation, cultivation, and application 
to life of the Law' (Torah), in the form in which many generations 
of like-minded Jewish religious leaders had learnt to understand 
this law. ' 1 Herbert Danby s Mishnah and Philip Blackman's 
Mishnayoth are English translations of this work. 

The Mishnah's value to the Bible student lies in its expression 


1. Herbert Danby, in The Mishnah (London: Oxford, 1933), p. xiii. 
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of rabbinic thought during the time of Christ and the early church, 
a knowledge of which helps one to understand the teaching and 
events of the New Testament. 

The following pages correlate New Testament passages with 
related ones in the Mishnah. This correlation is based on 
Hermann Strack's and Paul Billerbecks Kommentar zum Neuen 
Testament aus Talmud und Midrasch, a German commentary on 
the New Testament in light of the Mishnah and other early Jewish 
literature. The index below includes all of Strack's and 
Billerbecks references to the Mishnah in commenting on the 
New Testament. Thus the English-speaking student may benefit 
from their insight and perception. A note of caution is necessary. 
Strack and Billerbeck made their correlations for various rea¬ 
sons—lexical, historical, cultural, and general interpretative 
considerations. While most correlations are obvious, some are 
not. 

The student should have a basic working knowledge of the 
Mishnah, Jewish patterns of thought and methods of interpreta¬ 
tion, and the early rabbinic view of the Old Testament. Without 
this the value of a study based on this index is greatly reduced. 
The bibliography below lists several good introductory works. 

The format of the index is simple and uses the standard biblical 
and mishnaic systems of reference. Note that the index is listed 
in two separate sequences: first the New Testament books in 
canonical order, then the tractates of the Mishnah in alphabetical 
order. Thus the index goes "both ways.” 


Bibliography 


General Studies 

Encyclopaedia Judaica. 16 vols. New York: Macmillan, 1971-1972. 
Helpful for various kinds of information pertaining ta Judaism. 
The article on Mishnah is a standard treatment of the subject, 

The Jewish Encyclopedia: A Descriptive Record ot the History, Reli¬ 
gion, Literature, and Customs of the Jewish People from the Ear¬ 
liest Times to the Present Day. Edited by Isidore Singer, Cyrus 
Adler, et al. 12 vols. New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1901-1906. Re¬ 
print. New York: Ktav, 1964(?). New York: Gordon, 1976. An older 
but still useful work. 
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Introductions 

Moore, George Foot. Judaism in the First Centuries oI the Christian 
Era, the Age of the Tannaim, vol. 1. Cambridge: Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, 1927. 

Musaph-Andriesse, R. C. From Torah to Kabbalah: A Basic Introduction 
to the Writings of Judaism. New York: Oxford University, 1982. 

Texts 

The Mishnah. Edited and translated by Herbert Danby. London: Oxford 
University, 1933. Contains only the English translation, making it 
less expensive than the edition that follows. 

Mishnayo/h. Edited and translated by Philip Blackman. 3d ed. 7 vols. 
New York: Judaica, 1965. Contains the (pointed) Hebrew text along 
with an English translation and notes. Volume 7 contains indexes 
of Scripture (Old Testament) and topics. The publisher has also 
issued a one-volume edition. 

Commentaries 

Lightfoot, John. Horae hebraicae et talmudicae: Hebrew and Talmud- 
ical Exercitations upon the Gospels, the Acts, Some Chapters of St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans, and the First Epistle to the Corinthi¬ 
ans. Edited by Robert Gandell. 4 vols. Oxford: University Press, 
1859. Reprint. A Commentary on the New Testament from the Tal¬ 
mud and Hebraica: Matthew-I Corinthians. 4 vols. Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 1979. This helpful work is in English but unfortunately stops 
with I Corinthians. 

Strack, Hermann, and Billerbeck, Paul. Kommentar zum Neuen Tes- 
tament aus Talmud und Midrasch. 6 vols. in 7, Munich: Beck, 
1922-1961. A useful commentary for those who read German. 
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Appendix 

Tractates of the Mishnah 


First Order t Zeraim 

1 * Berakhoth 

2 * Peah 
3, Demai 

4 , Kilaim 

5, Shebiith 

6, Terumoth 

7, Maaseroth 

ft, Hdaser Sheni 

9. Hallah 

10. Orlah 

11. Bikkurim 


Second Order ; Moed 

1. Shabbath 

2. Erubin 

3. Pesahim 

4. Shekalim 

5. Yoma 

6. Sukkah 
7 * Betzah 

0. Rosh ha-Shanah 

9. Taanith 

10. Megillah 
11 • Moed Katan 
12* Hagigah 


Third Order : Nashim 

1* Yebamoth 

2. Ketuboth 

3. Nedarim 

4. Nazir 

5. Sotah 

6. Gittin 

7. Kiddushin 


Fourth Order ; Nezikin 

1. Baba Karima 

2. Baba Metzia 

3. Baba Bathra 
4* Sanhedrin 

5. Makkoth 

6. Shebuoth 

7. Eduyoth 

8. Abodah Zarah 

9. Aboth 

10, Horayoth 

Fifth Order : Kodashim 

1. Zebahim 
2• Menahoth 
3. Hullin 
4 , Bekhoroth 

5. Arakhin 

6. Temurah 

7. Kerithoth 
8 . Meilah 

9. Tamid 

10. Middoth 

11. Kinnim 

Sixth Order i Tohoroth 

1. Kelim 

2. Oholoth 

3. Negaim 

4. Parah 

5. Tohoroth 

6. Mikwaoth 

7. Niddah 

0. Makshirin 
9. Zabim 

10. Tebul Yocn 

11. Yadaim 

12. Uktzin 
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